Pn! =. * fy ^'sco^espondence is being deposited with the U.S. 
Postal. Service w,th sufficient postage as First Class Mail, in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. Washington, DC 20231 on the 
date shown below. (] ' 




Docket No.: 29785/10000 
(PATENT) 



^tras # THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: " 
Gary W. Beall 

Application No.: 09/867813 

Filed: May 30, 2001 

For: ALLERGEN ABSORBENT, BLOCKING AND 
DEACTIVATING COMPOSITIONS AND 
METHOD 



Group Art Unit: 1616 
Examiner: A. Pryor 



AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 2023 1 

Dear Sir: 
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In response to the Office Action of December 24, 2002, please amend the 
above-identified application as follows: 

In the Claims 



Cancel claim 3, without prejudice. 

Amend claims 1, 2, 23, 24, 25 and 26 as follows: 



^ ^ 1 • < TWICE AMENDED) An allergen sorbent composition comprising a 

smectite clay having a cation exchange capacity of at least 75 meq./lOO grams of clay, 
intercalated with an alkyl pyrrolidone surface modifier intercalant molecule wherein the alkyl 
contains at least 6 carbon atoms, said intercalant molecule being ion-dipole bonded on an 
inner platelet surface of the clay to form a surface-modified clay; said surface-modified clay 
dispersed in a cosmetically acceptable carrier. 
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